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Report Highlights: 

On August 22, 2016, the Government of India’s (GOI) Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI) updated standards for proprietary food.  These updated standards supersede the proprietary 

food standards that were made operational on January 13, 2016. 
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General Information: 
  
DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from FSSAI’s website 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/.   The Office of Agricultural Affairs and/or the U.S. Government make no 

claim of accuracy or authenticity. 

  

On August 22, 2016, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) updated the proprietary 

food standards with immediate effect.  The updated standards are based on the comments received from 

various stakeholders.  FSSAI also directed its States and Union Territory enforcement officials to 

implement the revised standards of proprietary food.  Under the new revision, nutraceuticals, health, and 

dietary supplements would still be not considered as proprietary foods and will be approved under a 

separate category.  The new revision adds the second paragraph in (1) and (2) below. 

 

 
 

Background: 

 

On August 1, 2011, FSSAI published the Food Safety and Standards (Food Product Standards and Food 

Additives) Regulations, 2011.  On January 15, 2016, FSSAI operationalized new standards for 

proprietary food by publishing Food Safety and Standards (Food Products Standards and Food 

Additives) Amendment Regulations, 2016.  Although these standards were effective immediately, 

FSSAI notified the amended standards to WTO member countries and invited comments.  The new 

definition of proprietary food allowed the manufacture, sale, distribution, and import of such foods 

without product approval.  However, the onus of ensuring the safety of proprietary food was shifted to 

the food business operator.  For more details, please refer to GAIN Report IN6016 and IN6026. 

 

The full text of the FSSAI’s new directive is pasted below and is also available on their website at: 

www.fssai.gov.in 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
http://www.fssai.gov.in/Portals/0/Pdf/Food_safety_and_standards_Food_product_standards_and_Food_Additives_regulation_2011_English.pdf
http://www.fssai.gov.in/Portals/0/Pdf/Food_safety_and_standards_Food_product_standards_and_Food_Additives_regulation_2011_English.pdf
http://www.fssai.gov.in/Portals/0/Pdf/Gazette_Notification_Amendment_Proprietary_Food.pdf
http://www.fssai.gov.in/Portals/0/Pdf/Gazette_Notification_Amendment_Proprietary_Food.pdf
http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/GOI%20Amends%20Standards%20for%20Proprietary%20Food_New%20Delhi_India_1-29-2016.pdf
http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/WTO%20Notified%20%E2%80%93%20GOI%E2%80%99s%20New%20Standards%20for%20Proprietary%20Food_New%20Delhi_India_2-18-2016.pdf
http://www.fssai.gov.in/


 

  
 


