
 
  

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY 

USDA STAFF AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT 

POLICY 

  

                                       

 -  

  

  Date:  

 GAIN Report Number:  
  

 
  

Post:  
 

 

Report Categories: 

 

 

 

 

Approved By:  

 

Prepared By:  

 
  

Report Highlights: 

The Government of India’s (GOI) Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) issued an 

order dated March 31, 2016, to clarify on the use of monosodium glutamate (MSG) as a seasoning in 

noodles and pasta. 
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General Information:  
 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Government of India 

website http://www.fssai.gov.in/.  The U.S. Government makes no claim of accuracy or authenticity. 

  

FSSAI issued instructions to its food safety commissioners regarding MSG which notes that the Food 

Safety and Standards (Food Product Standards and Food Additives) Regulations, 2011 allows the use of 

MSG in specific foods, as per the provisions of Appendix A.  MSG use is subject to good 

manufacturing practices and proper labeling declarations as required under the Food Safety and 

Standards (Packaging and Labeling) Regulations, 2011.  The most recent order clarifies that there are no 

specific post-production testing methodology to determine whether MSG was added during the 

production process or if it naturally occurs in the product (barring inspection at the manufacturing site).  

Hence, the food safety commissioners cannot take action against manufacturers of noodles/pasta based 

on the presence of MSG/glutamic acid, unless there is confirmation that MSG flavor enhancer (INS E-

621) was deliberately added during the manufacturing process and not declared on the label.  

  

The full text of the March 31 FSSAI order is pasted below and is also available on FSSAI website at: 

www.fssai.gov.in/. 
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