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Report Highlights: 

As of July 2018, Guatemala accepts U.S. exports of fishery products with a National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Export Inspection Certificate.  All federally inspected fishery 

product processing and distribution facilities including warehouses are eligible to export to Guatemala.   
 



  

Executive Summary:  

On February 18, 2018, Guatemala eliminated sanitary inspection at plants in country of origin for U.S. 

exports of fishery products.  The policy change was published in the Official Daily in Ministerial 

Decree 28-2018 (see Annex A).  The decree called for an official export inspection certificate that 

would comply with Ministry of Agriculture (MAGA) requirements.  

 

On June 21, 2018, MAGA agreed to accept a NOAA Export Inspection Certificate (see Annex B), and 

provided a 60-day implementation period for compliance.  To obtain the NOAA export certificate, the 

shipment must undergo one of three NOAA inspection services provided to U.S. companies.  These 

services are:  1) product inspection on site, 2) the approved establishment program, or 3) the quality 

management program (QPM).  More information on these programs can be found at:  

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/topic/seafood-commerce-certification.  

 

MAGA also agreed to accept shipments of fishery products from third countries exported through the 

United States when the product has a valid NOAA export inspection certificate.  NOAA export 

inspection services are part of a food-safety inspection system that assures importing countries that U.S. 

fishery exports are fit for human consumption. 

 

In addition, MAGA requires that all U.S. companies exporting fishery products to Guatemala be 

registered with FDA.  FDA maintains a list of all U.S. fishery product processing and distribution 

facilities, including warehouses, eligible to export seafood. 

 

MAGA will also maintain a list of U.S. exporting companies authorized to export to Guatemala.  The 

list will be populated upon entry of the first shipment into Guatemala.  Neither the U.S. exporter nor the 

Guatemalan importer need to alert MAGA prior to shipment.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/topic/seafood-commerce-certification


General Information:  

Annex A - MAGA Ministerial Decree 

  

 
  

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annex B - NOAA Export Certificate to Guatemala 

  

 



 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                     

  

 


