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Report Highlights:

As of July 2018, Guatemala accepts U.S. exports of fishery products with a National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Export Inspection Certificate. All federally inspected fishery
product processing and distribution facilities including warehouses are eligible to export to Guatemala.



Executive Summary:

On February 18, 2018, Guatemala eliminated sanitary inspection at plants in country of origin for U.S.
exports of fishery products. The policy change was published in the Official Daily in Ministerial
Decree 28-2018 (see Annex A). The decree called for an official export inspection certificate that
would comply with Ministry of Agriculture (MAGA) requirements.

On June 21, 2018, MAGA agreed to accept a NOAA Export Inspection Certificate (see Annex B), and
provided a 60-day implementation period for compliance. To obtain the NOAA export certificate, the
shipment must undergo one of three NOAA inspection services provided to U.S. companies. These
services are: 1) product inspection on site, 2) the approved establishment program, or 3) the quality
management program (QPM). More information on these programs can be found at:
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/topic/seafood-commerce-certification.

MAGA also agreed to accept shipments of fishery products from third countries exported through the
United States when the product has a valid NOAA export inspection certificate. NOAA export
inspection services are part of a food-safety inspection system that assures importing countries that U.S.
fishery exports are fit for human consumption.

In addition, MAGA requires that all U.S. companies exporting fishery products to Guatemala be
registered with FDA. FDA maintains a list of all U.S. fishery product processing and distribution
facilities, including warehouses, eligible to export seafood.

MAGA will also maintain a list of U.S. exporting companies authorized to export to Guatemala. The
list will be populated upon entry of the first shipment into Guatemala. Neither the U.S. exporter nor the
Guatemalan importer need to alert MAGA prior to shipment.


https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/topic/seafood-commerce-certification

General Information:
Annex A - MAGA Ministerial Decree

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK AND FOOD
Maonja Blanca Building, February 28, 2018
MINISTERIAL AGREEMENT Mo. 28-2018
WHEREAS

It is the responsibility of the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food to anticipate and
control the stages of production, transformation, warehousing, transportation, import,
and export of natural non-processed fooed to assure the compliance of sanitary, guality
assurance and safety requirements for human consumption.

WHEREAS

MNatienal legislation as well as international agreements and treaties subsecribed by the
Government of Guatemala regarding food for human consumption, guarantee quality
assurance and safety of imported products, and establish that imports should not
constitute a danger or risk for human, animal or plant health, or hydrobiological products.

THEREFORE

In exercise of the powers established in articles: 194 of the Political Constitution of the
Republic of Guatemnala; 27, 29 of the Executive Branch Law, Decree Number 114-97 of the
Congress of the Republic of Guatemala; 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 14, 15 of Government
Agreement Number 338-2010 Internal Regulation of the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock
and Food: 127 section a), 130 section b), 134, 138 of the Health Code, Decree Number 90-
47 of the Congress of the Republic of Guatemala; 1, 2, 3, 5, 11, 13, 66 of Government
Agreement Number 969-99 Regulation for Food Quality Assurance and Safety.

AGREES:
To issue the following:

PROVISIONS FOR THE IMPORT OF HYDROBIOLOGIC NON-PROCESSED PRODUCTS FROM
THE UMITED STATES OF AMERICA.



Article 1. IMPORT CERTIFICATE. Whenever hydrobiological non-praocessed products are
imported from the United States of America, part of the documentation required for the
authorization, shall include an import certificate issued by the NATIONAL OCEANIC AND
ATMOSPHERIC ADBIMISTRATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA -MOAA- before the appropriate authority in Guatemala. The import
certificate shall be issued before any shipment release from the United States of America.

Article 2. CERTIFICATE FORM. For the purposes established in this agreement, the
appropriate responsible authority for the import authorization of hydrabiolagical non-
processed products of the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestack and Food will coordinate with
the NATIONAL OCEAMIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRTION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -NOAA-, and the corresponding
authority in the United States of America, the official notification of the import certificate
release,

Article 3. RISK EVALUATION. On the importing of hydrobiological non-processed products,
whenever circumstantially justified risks are manifest for human, animal, and plant health
or hydrobiological resources, that are scientifically acknowledged, there will be mandatory
additional requirements, besides the import certificate issued by the NATIONAL OCEANIC
AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMIMISTRTION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -NOAA, requiring pertinent information in order to evaluate
the import authorization.

Article 4. VALIDITY. This Ministerial Agreement will be deemed effective on the date of its
publication in the official newspaper Digrio de Centro America.



Annex B - NOAA Export Certificate to Guatemala

Puri I: Drinds of dispaishrd comipemesi

AN
&)

oy

UNITED STATES OF AMERI"A
US DEFARTMENT OF COMMERCE

o] Heabth Censfae S qapons of Ssivey prodor indmded for human comsumption

IS

W meroary ceridiote i Cratomuta

12 Cortilicaée reformce mumber

Cerraal ormpett Aadher 1y

T4 Lacal L omgsstant Authonty

0 et
us

1% Fagon. of ongm

19 Country of destmation

[Ty

b

TH Dt o Sapatury

Lin Eetry BIF = Groaterrala

119 Commdiny code {HS gkt

120 Chasnivty

130, Temperaunt of praet

BT Meorrdegr ol i g

B 21 Rkentais at st oof Givditast B gl raswbpt

134 Trpe of pachiinping

F 23 Commrmubieg penabad i
Heran comsamypti|

[n]

[E1

V37 Faf vt 4 acbvs o i Casmyraaly

38 Rignaafucataon of the comemodsyon

Roatary off by T

g
(Semerbafa: narnrl

" pland
B e coamtry of Ongen

D ol et wingla
packagai

Page 1l 2

Slargk 0EE




m Ilﬂ‘-lm I il Loz fiome reromoy swmta [T

1.2 Pwhlic healih abicvintion
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